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By PAU Y’ BLACKSTOCK |
J Tover since the Bay of Pigs flasco in
April, 1551, the Central intelligence Agen-

¢y has had z; had press-in this wvnuy
and abroad, The 1957 “révelations” that
the agency hl.d secretly financed the

Nai.lon:'l Stucaen Association, plis a
number of usiversity- afmlt. ted yesearch
instituies’ anti- C cnimunist  enitural
fronis, came as & sh (t hoth students
“and the public. -
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Professor Blackst 0"" a fu.nm‘ i} 1"11)-
b H sice rescareh analysi ant anthor
reral b\; %8s on the m."’lm“ce DYOC-
ess, now fenches @t ﬂ.c b‘)l"u‘:liy 6f
South Cuz ul:::«.z. ' :
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As the United Slates beeame bozged
down in the Vietnem guagmire and ihe
student anti-war protest ¢
mentum, {he CIA Lecame a favorite tar-
et of abuse. Agency recruilers were
driven from co‘m'/c CAIMPUSES. CIA-fi-
nanced stucu centers vere “trasi
a cost of many thousands of dollars. New
Left orators, armed w t‘z a sense of ouf-
rage and an encyclopedic ignorance of
the intellicence communily and ifs fune-
tiong, walmcmrl asswned thal the CIA
was & major fac:or in the escalation of
the war in Viclnam.

But the Pentaron study of the war,

/ recently published by the New York

Times proves conclusively” that the Don
Quixotes of the New Left have been
charging &t the wrong windmill. Ior
many years and at critical stages of the
escalation. the CIA and other members’
of {he iniclligence cornmunity, s‘oechﬂy
the State. Department bmum of Intelli’
gence and Ttescarch repeatedly warned
against the hazards mvo‘ved including

ﬂdu predictions that the stralegic Domt-
ing of North Vielnam would fzil to ac-
ccmnlm its ob‘ dmr, o

Deccived 'lhcmscl.hs

How -these - éstiv a'f-s and warnings
were ignered by top” poliey-riakers as
thby carried out. their deliberate and
“inunaculate (70cc°)tion” of the American
public is onc of the more fascinating
‘aspeets of the Pentagen vapors. Bul in
decejving the prblic, the decisionnakers
also uecuva-\l themaeives, and eventually
_camé’ to believe opiin‘lst.c"‘nu.xtzzry
progress” reports, rc‘leas_ed to the public
as hased on the “lalest intelligence,”
-when it faet at the hig l"n,t xeul the
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0 Havold Wilson, wheno appointed shadow Foreign
Seerelnry, vished to Washington to assuve Fresident
. . ;
that L dror would stand four-square hehind the

Fecognd V,Jd a :i’:c!lm': 1§
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) . There is no evidence that he subjeeted
. . . 1 vyt e Y
eviean dntemilens o asuy wery close ssrutingy., He
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saw one, and did

1oL ser o borrow the Kennedy overblowa vheloile in
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explals un;; to dnv;Mxrg colleagues ihs vature of Huiiaii’s

Eafsi: of Sues pencekeeving xaission. v

job” brielings in Saizon, ('f’\.\,xVB(! only  Many of the menon the CIa’s Bow

those ofhczt.!\ either civilian or military, Nadonal Estimates and ils slafl bave

who wanted to believe toom.” . more than two decades of Infelligence

What is the “inteblizence communily™? -experience. Beuer than 90 per cg ot of the

How is it organized and whatl vols should
it play in decision-making at the national
level iIn sueh foreign entanglements as
the war in "mnzm" The answars to
these qumtzcma Jave beén cloaked in
seerecy when they should he a malter of
public knowicdee.

To begin with {he basic instit 1ticms,. the
U.S. intelligence community is made up
of l}:c semrale agencies of such I\ey
nnent depa wiments as State and
Duonsc the National Sbcm]ty Ageney,

and the CIA, \\]uch has the overall ve-
sponsihi}ity._{ol ‘Cocrdinating, evaluat-
ing, and disseminating intelligence al-
fecting the national security.”

“First Line Of Defense”

It hes often been said- that “intelligence
is the first line of national defense.” »ost
citizens are vaguely aware thal foreign
policy and military decisions are ms e
by the President with the. advice of his
secretaries of Slate and Delense, based,
in theory at least, on t‘m best inforana mn
available lo experls throughout the gov-
erranent. The collection, evaluation and
dissemination of sueh information is one
of the primary functions of intelligence.

Bui in foreign and military affairs,
stralegic decisiens should also take into
account careful éstimalas of the C'\‘m‘)m-
ties and probable courses of ac
friends, aliics, nettrals and “ens
The prodnction of such ‘national.
mates is a
entir mte!lreme con nnumiy, altho ugh
the board . of ates in the CIA coordl-
nates tha indz‘.x(.am agency ceniributions
and disseininttes the final re sL’iJ.

As "a rule, the various intelligence
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agencies nc sla fed on the working Jevel
by thousand anonymous civil servanis

ton of
mies.”
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ther governmenl or privale enterprise

~tzaw, used the same raasor

_omc;als on {his top echelo

n have ad-

vanced academic’ degrees in history, po-

litical science
tinent fo mcn work, About 75 per cent
have enhanced their area and
knowledge by living oversoess, The
malors in Siale Depariment's Bure
Intelligence and }\eawrc.
compelent & no we loualmcd
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On the national level daily and weekly
reporis are promptly disicibuted {o the

President and his chiel advisers,
special estimates or briefings are ma
as required in respense 1o develo p.‘.

and

!
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rises. In short, the intellizence connit.

nity provides the decision-maker with

i

carcfully evaluated infermation and esti-
mates which he can either use for guid-

ance or

lisregard.

History is full of illustraticns how na-
tional leaders have i ignored the estimates

of the
frous

intellig
results.

nce agencies with diszs-
Napoleon’s intelligence

aide, the ’\Iazcruis de Caulaincourt, ex-
plain od why, for obvious strategic rea-

sons, the planned invasion of Russia
would fail. His advice was ignored.

A century’iater, Adoiph Hitler’s ambag-
sador in Russia, Count Brockdorfi-Ren-

mate of why Hitler's

ing in his esti-
plan w UI(l fail. 1lis

warning was also ignored and Hitley

launched his invasicon, which vas wi

(36]:{ ae

heralded as the {inal showdown in his
lifelong crusade againgt world commus

nism.

The campaign ullimately floun-

dered in a sea of bivod—20 million Rus.

sian casualtics alone, not to mention Ger.

man losses which also ran into the mil-
lions: :

Nothing quile as dramatie Tias ].n
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